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so far I can go along with my friends comfortably and
heartily.   The affair reduces itself, indeed, rather to a
concert in opposition to the Ministers than to a con-
nection amongst ourselves.   But it is easy to see that
a connection must spring out of concert in daily busi-
ness.   Ministers seem to me stripped of all support
whatever, except just the Treasury influence.   Fox and
his party have hitherto supported them; they will now
oppose.   Pitt does not accede to this joint opposition;
not from any objection, as I understand, to the co-
operation of Fox, or to concert with him, but that
personal considerations make him abstain from avowed
opposition.   At the same time, I expect to see him
censure measures, and he will certainly not support
Ministry.   The Opposition will therefore be much more
formidable, and may very possibly throw the fruit of
the victory to Pitt exclusively, which I shall think a
great point gained, compared with the present Ministry.
All this, short as it is, is most confidential.'

As on former occasions, London society was divided
between those who declared the King to be perfectly
well and those who reported him hopelessly ill; to the
first class belonged Lady Malmesbury. c Harrietl is in a
rage if you don't believe he is perfectly well when she
tells you that she knows it. To-day she quoted Lady
Uxbridge, to whom she complained that the public was
deceived by the physicians, whose bulletins people were
absurd enough to believe, in preference to reports
coming from the Eoyal Family themselves; and Lady

1 Lord Minto to Lady Minto.
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